LISTENING TEST “NASREDDIN AND THE POOR MAN”
I. Say if the statements are TRUE or FALSE.

1. Effendi Nasreddin was a wise man who was always ready to help people in trouble.
2. The poor man wanted to pay for the food but he didn’t have any money.
3. The poor man was a younger brother of the Effendi.

4. Effendi Nasreddin paid the poor man’s debt for him.
II. Mark the correct continuation of the sentence.

1. “I stopped for a moment because
a) I was so hungry.”
b) the food smelled so nice.”
c) the owner of the restaurant was an old friend of mine.”
2. “Could you possibly come to the court with me and 
a) ask Lord Enibi to forgive me?”
b) tell the judge I am ashamed of myself  but I haven’t got any money?”
c) say something in my defence?”

3. When they reached the court, Lord Enibi and Judge Cadi were already there,  
a) talking and laughing.

b) discussing how to get the money from the poor man.

c) shouting angrily at each other.

4. “The poor man hasn’t  a cent, so I’ve  come along to

a) ask you for help.”
b) settle his debt.”
c) give you advice.”    
III.  Translate the sentences according to the text:

1. “I shall be delighted if I can be of help to you.”
a) « Я буду рад, если смогу быть вам полезным.»

b) « Я получу удовольствие от помощи вам.»

c) « Я буду доволен при условии, что смогу оказать вам помощь.»

2. The judge is going to pass sentence today.

a) Судья идет, чтобы передать предложение сегодня.

b) Сегодня судья собирается вынести приговор.

c) Судья идет вынести приговор сегодня.

3. “My brother smelled your food cooking…”
a) «Мой брат пах, как ваша готовящаяся еда…»

b) «Мой брат понюхал вашу готовящуюся еду…»
c) «Мой брат нюхал вашу еду, когда готовил…»

4. “So that puts things straight between you.”
a) «Таким образом, это положит вещи прямо между вами.»

b) «Таким образом, это делит вещи поровну между вами.»

c) «Таким образом, это решает спор между вами.»  
IV. Answer the following questions.

1. Where did Effendi Nasreddin live?
2. Why did the poor man have to go to court?
3. Can you characterise the owner of the restaurant?
4. What did the Effendi do in the court?
V. Prove that Effendi Nasreddin was a very clever man. (5 sentences)
Text for listening
In the north of China there lived Effendi Nasreddin. He was the cleverest man for 

miles around, and many people came to ask for his advice. Once a poor man came

 to see him for just this reason. He bowed very low, and said: "I have a great favour 

to ask of you." "I shall be delighted if I can be of help to you. So, tell me what I can do," replied the Effendi.
The poor man sighed, "Life is hard for people as poor as I am. Yesterday I was 
passing the restaurant owned by Lord Enibi. I stopped for a moment because the 

food smelled so nice. Lord Enibi ran out of the restaurant and said he had caught 

me swallowing the smell of his food. He handed me a bill, but I hadn't a single

penny to pay him. So, he took me to Judge Cadi. The judge is going to pass 

sentence today. Could you possibly come to the court with me and say something 

in my defence?



When they reached the court, Lord Enibi and Judge Cadi were already there, 

talking and laughing together. As soon as the judge saw the poor man, he shouted 

angrily, "You should be ashamed of yourself! You have filled yourself up with the

 smells from Lord Enibi's restaurant. But you haven't paid him a penny. Pay him at

 once, do you hear!"

The Effendi stepped forward and bowed the deepest of bows. "It so happens that 

this poor man is my younger brother. He hasn't a cent, so I've come along to settle 

his debt." Then he took the purse that hung on his belt, held it up to Lord Enibi's ear and shook it till all the coins jingled inside.

"Can you hear the money rattling, my lord?" said the Effendi. "Don't be silly! I'm 

not deaf, of course I can hear it," replied Lord Enibi crossly.

 "Excellent. I'm so glad that is settled. My brother smelled your food cooking and

 now you have heard his money jingling. So that puts things straight between you."

 And with that, Effendi Nasreddin turned on his heel and gave the poor man his 

arm. Together they walked out of the court.

